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which to the worthless fiction, is an unsolved
mystery that can never be known.

To conclude, the Absolute and the Infinite,
by the force of the terms, must denote some
true object of human thought, some real Being,
free from the imperfection and limitation
which belong to every object of human thought
besides. It is thus known by relation, namely,
that of a great mysterious object of thought to
the mind which thinks of it; by difference, as
perfect Being, contrasted with multitudes that
are imperfect; and by plurality, as more then
all, distinct from all, and higher than all, those
imperfect and finite beings. This Absolute
Being cannot include all evil, sin, and imper-
fection, but excludes them. Their inclusion
would destroy the conception, and substitute
the non-absolute in its place. The Infinite,
again, excludes real limitation, but not logical
definition, since it is in itself a defining name.
It does not require us to include all possible
modes of being, since finite, limited modes are
shut out by the definition. The denial to it, or
exclusion from it, of every finite form is thus
a logical, but no real limitation. For if the
infinite in any way could become finite, it would
be less, not greater than before. A ball is
really limited by its own surfac?, and the space